
 

 

Welcome to Friday Night Facts !  The new program year for AmeriCorps began this week 
with the issuance of the AmeriCorps 2006 Request for Proposals.  A copy of the RFP and in-
structions are available our website and www.OFBCI.IN.GOV.  There will be 5 required work-
shops held around the state for those persons who intend to apply for funding.  Please visit our 
website to learn about the days, times, and places of those workshops.  We look forward to re-
ceiving quality proposals that seek to solve local community issues.                                                             

 
 

***************************************************************************** 

NEWS FROM THE ICCSV COMMISSION MEETING 
  
 The Indiana Commission on Community Service and Volunteerism met last week and elected a 
new Chairperson.  The new Chairperson is David Reingold, an Associate Professor at IU Bloomington for 
the School of Public and Environmental Affairs.   David Reingold served as the Director of Research for 
the Corporation for National and Community Service and will be of significant assistance to the Commis-
sion in the continued growth and development of the Commission, AmeriCorps programming in Indiana 
and volunteerism initiatives.  The Commission thanked Jim Perry for his outstanding leadership as the 
immediate past chair.  Jim Perry will remain on the Commission as Chair of the Governance Committee. 
 
 The Commission approved the AmeriCorps 2006 Request For Proposal application package that 
was issued on Wednesday, October 12th.  Because of “retiring” programs, the Commission will have ap-
proximately $933,000 available for new AmeriCorps grants.  Continuing AmeriCorps programs will sub-
mit grant proposals for their second or third year of funding, whichever is applicable.   
 
 Finally, the Commission was pleased to learn that Indianapolis was chosen as the site of the first 
Regional Rule Making Meeting on Tuesday, October 18th.  The purpose of this meeting is to explain the 
new rules affecting current and future AmeriCorps programs issued recently by the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service.  The new rules took affect on September 6th, but clarification is needed in 
light of the implications for new and continuing programs.  Staff from the Corporation for National and 
Community Service will be on hand to present and explain the new rules and answer any questions from 
participants.  The meeting will take place in the Indiana Government Center Conference Center from 
8:30 a.m. until Noon on October 18th.  There is no charge for this meeting, but registration is encouraged 
at http://www.projecttasc.org/icons/tasc/reg.htm. 
 
****************************************************************************************** 

CONVERSATIONS WITH OFBCI 
 

Hancock Regional Hospital, Greenfield, Indiana, 9:00-10:30 a.m. 
United Way of Central Indiana, 3901 North Meridian St. Indianapolis, 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Arc rehab Services, 900 w. Main Street, Lebanon, Indiana, 9:00-10:30 a.m. 
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Why Citizen Corps? 
 
 Citizen Corps brings together many aspects of disaster response and creates a network of people with the 
ability to respond to disasters in their local areas. These individuals have wide ranging skills and abilities but all 
are working toward the goal of making Indiana a safe state. 
 
 Citizen Corps was created in 2001 as part of the USA Freedom Corps. Citizen Corps is comprised of five 
programs. Neighborhood Watch (NW), Medical Reserve Corps (MRC), Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT), Fire Corps, and Volunteers in Police Service (VIPS). These programs train individuals and promote 
disaster preparedness at the local level.  
 
 Citizen Corps Councils are voluntary organizations but are eligible for funding from the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS). The DHS gives money to the state, which in turn distributes the money to sub-
grantees, the local Citizen Corps Councils.  The grant money is used to promote disaster preparedness at the lo-
cal level. 
 
 Citizen Corps Councils are established at the local level and usually partnered with local agencies, such 
as local EMA or Red Cross, on the best way to address disaster preparedness in their areas. Indiana currently has 
thirteen Citizen Corps Councils across the state. These councils are working to educate and protect their citizens 
about disaster preparedness.  
 
 Citizen Corps Councils have existed in Indiana since President Bush’s call to national service in 2001. 
Allen County Citizen Corps Council was one of the first councils to form in the state. Allen County has devel-
oped their Citizen Corps Council by to encompass many different aspects of disaster preparedness. For example, 
in January 2005, the county experienced extensive flooding in their area. Through efforts ahead of time by the 
Citizen Corps Council, local officials were able to determine who lived on the flood plane and evacuate those in 
danger. These efforts saved lives from the rising flood waters. 
 
 The Allen County Citizen Corps Council has also engaged in outreach  within the county. This included 
translating and distributing disaster preparedness material in Spanish. Allen County has also trained many of its 
citizens in disaster preparedness under the CERT program. Allen County has also registered over 650 medical 
personnel, under the Medical Reserve Corps, who could be used in the event of a disaster.  
 
 The Monroe County Citizen Corps Council is another Council established in 2001 under the president’s 
call for national service. Throughout the last four years, the Monroe County Citizen Corps Council has become 
actively involved in the community by partnering with the Bloomington mayor’s office, Indiana University, and 
Monroe County Emergency Management Agency.  
 
 Monroe County Citizen Corps Council has also promoted citizen awareness of what to do in the event of 
a disaster. The Medical Reserve Corps is also involved in protecting the citizens of Monroe County. The MRC 
has been trained and partnered with local health officials to administer flu shots on a large scale.  Monroe Citi-
zen Corps Council is involved with the large student population in Monroe County with many outreach pro-
grams on the local college campuses.  
 
 These are just two examples of the Citizen Corps Councils who are working to protect Hoosiers. Citizen 
Corps is a way for local officials to protect and serve their populations. It is also a way for everyone to become 
involved in homeland security and prepare their communities for disasters. We hope to expand Citizen Corps to 
include every county in Indiana and extend the invitation to every Hoosier to help protect their communities.  


